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JuDICLAL REVIEW
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Because the Constitution is the foundation of
American government, the political body that
interprets and applies that venerable document
possesses an extremely potent tool for shaping the
American lhndscape. This tool, known as "judicial
review," allows the United States Supreme Court
to pass judgment not only upon the actions of
individual citizens but also upon the actions of the
other branches of federal and state government.
This authority inevitably leads to criticism of the
way the Court implements this power. The author,
after delivering a trenchant analysis of the way in
which a judicial reviewing power was viewed in
America both before and shortly after the framing
of the Constitution, provides a new method for
reviewing incidents of judicial review. In addition,
the author demonstrates the utility of this new
method by applying it to two of the most
controversial cases in American legal history -
Dred Scott v. John FA. Sandford and Roe v. Wade.
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Through the publication of Crisis of the House
Divided, Harry Jaffa made a critical contribution
to the understanding of Abraham Lincoln, the Civil
War, and the transcendent principles of the
American regime. In his long-awaited A New Birth
of Freedom, Jaffa builds upon his earlier work by
expanding the scope of his study beyond the time
period immediately preceding the Civil War to include
the entire antebellum period in American history.
This expansion leads to a thorough analysis of not
only Abraham Lincoln but also of such important
figures as Thomas Jefferson and John C. Calhoun.
The author synthesizes Jaffa's works, thereby
enhancing their content by revealing the way in which
each benefits from the other while remaining
distinct in themselves. In addition, by focusing not
only upon the books being reviewed, the author
provides valuable insight into Jaffa's own contri-
butions to our understanding of the American regime.
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